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2 TmoTHY i. 10. 

JESUS CHRIST HATH BROUGHT LIFE AND IMMORTALITY 
TO LIGHT THROUGH THE GOSPEL. 



The value of a gift is greatly affected by the 
condition of the receiver. If indispensable to 
his well-being, and unattainable in any other 
way, the boon conferred is then of inestimable 
worth. Can this be affirmed of the revelation 
of immortality made by the Lord Jesus Christ ? 
Was the discovery essential to our well-being, 
and was it unattainable from any other source ? 
On the contrary, might it not be reasonably 
assumed, that some such high destiny was 
man's natural birthright ? Look at his en- 
dowments, and how can you doubt that he has 
been designed for an illustrious future ? All 
other creatures can find satisfaction upon earth : 
the means of enjoyment are to them commen- 
surate with their appetites. But it is not so 
with man. Beyond and above his animal 
requirements he feels the cravings of a higher 
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prej>eut c:rcr:Li:i*LtLiii'e^ Aiin Tuesc xy«rfiTTtgs 

\si\f^ bv tic c'ihf^jkrijii: tzii izjfi'rrriTiirg of his 
mind, ar^ viJIt- tL-rT-r'ix ii^ir'e-'Z'ibeDtd snd 
develoj^i Ti.^ iir niay "t»e siii -i-f Lis mental 
capacity. TL^ frv L&ij'ifik of tnovledge 
gleaned by Liiu. d^iriis^ Lis brief Larrest upon 
earth, so far from sioriits tLii sTtAt ^rarner, onlv 
Kerve to reveal itr^ l-:»Tiiidle2s« extent- Now, 
how are the»e atrribnt-es of the human sonl to 
be regarded ? What mean these arms stretch- 
ing forth towards something unseen ? these 
yearnings after something at present unattain- 
able ; and these capacities for a larger in- 
gathering { Is there any natural appetite for 
which the Author of nature has not made 
provision ? * See, then, here the promise of an 
ulterior and more perfect existence, the earnest 
of a grander destiny. Might it not as reason- 
ably be argued, that the foetus in the womb, 
with all its latent senses and rudimentary 
organs, or that the bird imprisoned in its shell, 
was intended for no ulterior or more perfect 
state, as that man with his noble aspirations 

^ Thou . . satisfiest the desibe of evebt livd^g thing. 
Pb. olxv. 16. 
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and capacities was formed for no higher con- 
dition than a momentary sojourn upon earth ? 
Surely, apart from his immortality, he is but a 
half-finished creation; a child that has perished 
in the womb. 

And, if assured of man's future existence, 
does not the goodness of God afford an ample 
guarantee that that existence shall be a bliss- 
ful one ? 

Nothing, my friends, could be more conclu- 
sive than such reasoning, were man now sub- 
stantially the same as when God originally 
formed him ; the crown of the Creator s sub- 
lunary works, and '^very good." In this happy 
condition, there was in himself and in all 
around him, ample evidence of the goodwill of 
his Creator towards him ; and there could not 
be a shadow of doubt on the score of his future 
prospects. But, look at him now, as a fallen 
creature, and you will see only too much 
ground for apprehension as to the destiny that 
awaits him. Living amidst innumerable evils 
at present, by what arguments can he assure 
himself of a happier future ? The upbraidings 
of conscience within, and the frownings of 
Providence without ; the tempest, the earth- 
quake, the pestilence, the famine ; sickness, 
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pain, death ; which of these tend to quiet his 
misgivings, and to re-assure him as to the dis- 
position of his moral Governor ? Can he 
reckon upon the Almighty's favour, while en- 
wmpassed with evidences of his displeasure ? 
Can he beUeve himself on the way to a joyful 
immortality, while fainting under the grasp of 
his inexorable enemy Death, and dragged into 
his dismal prison ? How, under such circum- 
stances, can the evening of life be cheered with 
the sweet radiance of hope ? Instead of a 
calm and bright horizon, there are evident 
symptoms of a stoi'm ; heaving clouds, and 
mutterings of thunder, which no human phi- 
losophy can dissipate.*'^ 

We now see something of what is implied 
in the bringing of life and immortaUty to light; 
the difficulty of the undertaking, and the in- 
estimable value of the revelation. It was not 
the mere uncovering of something that was 
hidden, or the restoring to man's mind some- 
thing that his memory had let slip. It was 
the bringing again within sight, and within 
reach, a prize which no efforts of his could 

* Who thbough fear op death were all their lifetime 

SUBJECT TO BONDAGE. Heb. 11. 15. ThEY ARE IN THE TER- 
RORS OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH. Job XxIy. 17. 
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either unveil or secure ; a prize that was sepa- 
/ rated from him by an insurmountable barrier. 

Sin had raised this barrier ; and he alone who 
could take away sin, could reveal the prize : 
and this is what the Lord Jesus Christ hath 
done. Had sin introduced death into the 
world ; ecHpsing the Paradise that is above, 
and casting a dark shade over all the earth ? 
Then the Lord Jesus having taken away sin, 
^^ hath abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light:" ^^that as sin had reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord." '"* 

Now, let us mark how the actual state of 
things when the Lord Jesus came. into the 
world, confirms this view of the subject. Let 
us take a glance first at the Heathen world, 
and that, not the most ignorant portion of it, 
but the nations renowned for learning and 
philosophy. The notion of a future existence 
obtained very generally amongst them ; but 
it was the offspring of tradition, not of philo- 
phy. The fact, that some of the most cele- 
brated Sages argued for, and others of them* 
against, the doctrine of the soul's immortality, 

"* Romans v. 21. 
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exemplifies in a very striking manner, the 
powerlessness of human reason to enlighten 
men on such a subject. With all it was a 
matter of uncertainty. Those who advocated 
the doctrine could not shew that they had 
solid grounds for their belief;* much less 
could they declare what would be the con- 
dition of the soul, supposing it to enter upon 
a future existence : and as for the resurrection 
and immortality of the body, the proposition 
not only met with no favor, but was rejected 
with scorn. And when we say that the notion 
of future existence was veiy generally enter- 
tained, what did it amount to ? Could it in 
any sense be called the doctrine of revelation ? 
One of the most ancient and prevalent forms 
of belief, amongst the more civilized nations, 
was the doctrine of metempsychosis, or trans- 
migration of souls. The soul was believed to 
be immortal in this sense, that after leaving 
the body of one man, it would enter the body of 

* ** Cicero, having reckoned up the different sentiments 
of the philosophers in relation to immortality, thus concludes, 
,* Which of these opinions is true some god must tell us : 
which is most like to truth, is a great question.' *' — Whitby's 
Commmktry. 



IMMORTALITY REVEALED. 11 

another,* or of some inferior animal, and 
pass from that again into a third, and so on 
in a long succession, occupying a period of 
many centuries ; and that on the completion 
of such migrations, it would terminate its in- 
dividual consciousness by being absorbed into 
the Deity. Another common notion of im- 
mortality was, that the future state would be 
a reflexion of the present one, only under hap- 
pier auspices ; that the hunting-grounds would 
be more fruitful and extensive ; that delicious 
viands would be abundant without labour; 
and that the time would be pleasantly divided 
between sports, feasting, and repose. Such 
were, and such are still, the ideas of future 
existence which obtain where there is no Bible : 
ideas as far beneath the revelations of the 
Gospel, as animals of the brute creation are 
inferior to Angels. 

Behold, then, the discoveries of the light of 
nature ! Philosophy had had a fair trial. 
There was no want of power among the Sages 
of antiquity. Many of them were men of 
transcendent talents, and indefatigable re- 
search ; and yet on those subjects which were 
of vital importance to mankind, they left the 

* John ix. 2. 
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world in the same condition as they found it. 
They discovered no healing balm for a wound- 
ed conscience, no eflfectual means of reforma- 
tion ; and in regard to the doctrine before us, 
they unsettled, rather than established the 
convictions of men. The feeble arm of human 
reason was unable to lift the veil which con- 
cealed the future, or to conduct the inquiring 
soul a single step beyond the grave. With 
this present state of existence ended all that 
could be seen by the eye of the Heathen.''^ 

Observe, next, the condition of the Jews: 
a small section of the human race, yet one 
which was elevated above the rest of the 
world in the possession of a Divine revelation. 
The doctrine of the souls immortaKty was cer- 
tainly to be found in all parts of their Scrip- 
tures ; though generally taken for granted 
rather than openly expressed. In the books 
of Moses especially, it was a part of that wis- 
dom, which, to be found, must be sought for 
as for hidden treasure.f Thus, when our 
Lord would formally prove from them the doc- 
trine of a future state, to confute the error of 
the Sadducees, he referred to no direct state- 

* Having no hope. Eph. ii. 12. 
t Prov. ii. 8, 4. 
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ment, affirming the immortality of the soul, 
but deduced the doctrine as an inference from 
other statements ; an inference which might 
easily have been overlooked, and which, it 
appears, had been overlooked, even by those 
who advocated the doctrine. Though to the 
ancient Jews, however, very imperfectly re- 
vealed, it was a truth firmly held, and prac- 
tically operative in the minds of the more 
enlightened. A long catalogue of worthies, 
reaching back to the earliest times, is presented 
to us by St. Paul, who had their heart set 
upon a better country, i.e., an heavenly ; ^^ and 
who must therefore have been cherishing a 
'^ hope full of immortality." But, in the 
time of our blessed Lord, the lessons of in- 
spiration had been overlaid and lost sight of 
amidst the traditions of fallible men ; f and what 
with the extreme ritualism of the Pharisees 
(whose religion consisted in external show) ; | 
and the rationalism of the Sadducees (the free- 
thinkers of the day, who denied a future state 

* Heb. xi. t Mat. xv. 6. 

I They make sboad theib phylacteries, akd enlabge the 

BORDERS OF THEIR GARMENTS ; BUT ALL THEIR WORKS THEY DO 

TO BE SEEN OF MEN. Mat. xxiii. 6. 
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altogether) ;* there was but a small remnant, 
who could be regarded as sound in the faith, 
or as '^ seeking by patient continuance in well- 
doing for glory, and honour, and immortality." 

Such, then, was the condition of the world 
in relation to this interesting subject ; partial 
twilight in Judaea ; elsewhere universal dark- 
ness. Such, indeed, was man's condition gen- 
erally, in a moral and spiritual point of view, 
when the ^^ Lord of glory " appeared ; and 
it pleased the Father to re-issue his sovereign 
mandate, ^' Let there be light." f 

It remains for us to consider the proposition 
here presented by the Apostle, ^^ Jesus Christ 
hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel." 

The word "life" may be supposed to in- 
clude spiritual life on this side of the grave ; 
but being placed in opposition to death, its 
2)rimary meaning must evidently be the life 

* The Sadducees say thebe is no besubbection ; neither 

ANGEL NOB SPIBIT. ActS Xxlil. 8. 

f Dabkness shall coyeb the eabth, and gboss dabeness 

THE PEOPLE ; BUT THE LoBD SHALL ABISE UPON THEE, AND 
HIS OLOBT SHALL BE SEEN UPON THEE. Is. Ix. 2. GOD, WHO 
COMMANDED THE LIGHT TO SHINE OUT OF DABKNESS, HATH 
SHINED IN OUB HEABTS. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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to come. The original word for ^^ immortality" 
having been generally rendered by our trans- 
lators, tncormption,* it seems proper to regard 
the former term ("life") as relating to the 
future existence of the soul, and the latter 
(" immortality") to that of the body ; the two 
together expressing an endless existence beyond 
the grave f 07^ both body and soul. 

Now, including in the term "Gospel" all the 
Scriptures of the New Testament, we find the 
doctrine of immortality illuminating every 
page, Uke the veins of some precious ore 
spreading through a mine. Yes, God be 
thanked, it is not with us a great question to 
be solved ; or, at best, the flickering vision of 
a hope which has no solid foundation : it is a 
DEMONSTRATED FACT, " kuowu and read of all 
men." 

May He, who in his mercy, hath unveiled 
to us this heavenly prize, complete his gracious 
gift, by enabling us to discern its excellency, 
and so to live under a constant sense of our 
obligations to Him. 

There is, as you are aware, an endless ex- 
istence beyond the grave for the unbelieving, 
as well as for the true Christian ; but this is 

* 1 Cob. XV. 42, 60, 68, 64. 
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not here brought under our view. The future 
existence of the impenitent, being a privation 
of all that renders life enjoyable, or even toler- 
able, is constantly represented as a privation of 
life itself; or in other words as an everlasting 
death ; the very opposite, therefore, to life and 
immortality. 

We observe, then, first, that by the Gos- 
pel the future existence of both body and 
soul is declared in the plainest terms. That 
such statements abound, and that there is no 
ambiguity about them, I need not say ; your 
own memory will furnish you with examples. 
" The hour is coming, when all who are in their 
graves shall come forth : they that have done 
good unto the resurrection of life ; and they 
that have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation : " ^^ and these shaU go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into 
life eternal." * 

Secondly, in the gospel we are shewn that 
the truth^ of these statements tvas confirmed by 
miracles lorought for that express purpose. 

In His conversation with Martha, the sister 
of Lazarus, our Lord gave utterance to these 
remarkable words, " I am the Eesurrection and 

* John 6 ; 28, 29. Mat. 25 ; 46. 
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the Life. He that believeth in me, though 
he Avere dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die."* 
And shortly afterwards he proceeded to the 
grave of one who had been four days dead ; in 
order to aflford an ocular demonstration of the 
great truths he had announced. The miracle 
about to be performed, therefore, was invested 
Avith a peculiar significance. But a moment 
before, our Lord had proclaimed himself the 
author of life, bodily and spiritual, to his be- 
lieving people : insomuch that even those who 
had perished in the grave should eventually be 
quickened by him, and both body and soul be 
united again in a life which should never end ; 
and he- now vouchsafes to confirm his word 
by a display of omnipotence. Death, as if to 
parade his power, had invaded a household 
which Jesus loved, and had left a terrible chasm 
in its once happy circle. And now Jesus 
stands on the threshold of Death, and summons 
his recent captive to appear. Here, then, are 
Life and Deatli confronted : the power of the 
Grave and the power of the Resurrection in ac- 
tual conflict. What a moment of interest to 
the children of Adam ! Generation after gener- 

* John xi. 25. 
B 
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ation had been swept away by Death s unspar- 
ing scythe ; and, of all that had lived upon the 
earth, nothing remained there but ^^ dust and 
ashes." Whose voice can be heard in this 
region of desolation ! What response can there 
be from senseless and mouldering forms ; 
houses vacated by their tenants ! The loudest 
summons here could only, methinks, call forth 
mocking echoes from tlie hoUoAV tombs. But, 
^' never man spake like this man." See ! the 
bandaged corpse has arisen at his call, has 
burst the all-enthralling spell, and breathes 
again in the land of the living ! What, 
has the awful majesty of Death quailed be- 
fore the Son of Man ! Is his sceptre broken ! 
O glorious truth, the universal Spoiler is him- 
self despoiled by 'Hhe Prince of life."* Here, 
then, was a tangible proof of our Lord's asser- 
tion ; a complete vindication of his extraordi- 
nary claim, ^^ I am the Resurrection and the 
Life." 



* Mabvel not at this ;• for the hour is coming, in the 

WHICH ALL that ABE IN THE GRA'V'ES SHALL HEAR HiS VOICE, 
AND SHALL COME FORTH. John Y. 28. I WILL RANSOM THEM 
FROM THE POWER OF THE GRAVE, I WILL REDEEM THEM FROM 

DEATH. Death, I will be thy plagues ; Grave, I will 

BE THY DESTRUCTION. HoS. xiii. 14. 
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To the same class of miracles must be refer- 
red our Lord's own resurrection. For this was 
a work which he had constantly affirmed both 
his ability and his intention to perform.* In 
allowing himself to be taken captive by Death, 
and the bars of the grave to be riveted above 
him, his rising again was a more signal tri- 
umph than even the raising of Lazarus. In- 
deed this Avas the appointed ^' sign " for the 
more incredulous. Did he seem to have 
uttered words too great, when he promised to 
raise his people to an endless life at the last 
day ? t Then here was a miracle as great as 
the promise ; a deed as wonderful as the word. 
Cannot He raise others from the grave, who 
quickened his own body ? 

Thirdly : The Gospel brings life and im- 
mortality to light, in that it assures its of the 
resurrection and ascension of Him who loas our 
Head and Representative. 

Not a voice from heaven could testify more 
convincingly of the future destiny of Christ's 

* I HAVE POWER TO LAY DOWN MY LIFE, AND I HAVE 
POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN. Jollll X. 18. 

f I WILL RAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY. (Four times re- 
peated in John vi.) Tms is the promise that He hath 

PROMISED US, EVEN ETERNAL LIFE. 1 John 11. 25. 



20 FIRST PART. 

people than the triumphs of their great Fore- 
runner. Having undertaken to pay for them 
the demands of Divine Justice ; the debt they 
had incurred through innumerable violations 
of God's law ; his liberation from the prison 
of the grave was an open avowal, that the 
price paid doAvn by him had been accepted as 
a full discharge. His admission into heaven, 
too, was a proof that having fulfilled the laAv 
in every particular, his title to immortality 
was unquestionable. But, in the whole of this 
transaction he was our Substitute. He was 
not only one of ourselves, the Son of Man ; 
but he died in our stead, and rose again as 
our Representative. Hence the titles given 
to him, ^^ Firstborn from the dead," i.e., the 
Forerunner of a numerous family : " Firstfruits 
of the resurrection," i.e. a pledge and earnest 
of the coming harvest. Indeed, so completely 
does he represent the whole body of his peo- 
ple in himself, that they are constantly de- 
scribed as ^^in Christ ;" as having died in Him, 
risen again in Him, ascended to glory in Him."*"^ 
The resurrection and enthronement of their 

* God hath quickened us together with Christ, and 

HATH raised US UP TOGETHER, AND MADE US SIT TOGETHER IN 

HEAVENLY PLACES IN Christ Jesus. Ephes. ii. 4 — G. 
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Head, therefore, afford to all the Members the 
surest pledge, that they shall in due time par- 
ticipate in his triumph ; and is the strongest 
possible confirmation of their faith. "^^^ They 
are now assured that the terrible arm of Death 
is broken, the gates of the grave unhinged, 
and the way to life, before impassable, open 
and free. In fact, His triumph they see to bo 
theirs ; and with the eye of faith fixed on the 
mighty Victor, they can meet their last enemy 
rejoicing ; ^^ Death where is thy sting ? O 
Grave, where is thy victory ? The sting of 
Death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
law ; but thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."t 

Fourthly : Our Lord has brought life and 
immortality to light in this respect, that He has 
revealed many uaportant 2>artieulars respecting 
the future condition of his i^eople. 

As these particulars constitute the principal 
part of our subject, they will be placed more 
conveniently as tAvo separate and distinct 
divisions of this discourse. Waving the con- 

* Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 

DIED ; YEA rather, THAT IS RISEN AGAIN ; WHO IS EVEN AT 

THE RIGHT HAND OF GoD. Eom. viii. 84. See also Pet. i. 3, 4. 

t 1 Cob. XV. 55—57. 
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sideration of them, therefore, for the present, 
I observe. 

Fifthly, that Jesus Christ has brought life 
and immortality to light, in that He has placed 
them within our reach. 

This is the crowning work of all : it is in 
fact everything. Let the accounts of an end- 
less life in heaven be ever so ravishing, what 
would it all avail us if we could not attain to 
it ? Better never to have heard of it, than be 
compelled to say, '^ I shall see it, but not for 
myself" Now, what was the condition of the 
human race if Christ had not come to their 
aid ? They had little or no knowledge of a 
future existence, and were making little or no 
efforts to secure it.* But, supposing all had 
been alive to it, would the prize have been 
within their reach ? ^' If thou wilt enter into 
life keep the commandments." This is the 
only condition proposed by the inflexible law ; 
and it was offered by our Lord to one who 
needed a cure for self-righteousness. ^'Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and soul, and 
strength ; and thy neighbour as thyself : This 
do, and thou shalt live." Is this a condition 

* Of course the Jews must be considered as already en- 
joying the benefits of Christ's mediation prospeciiveUj. 
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to inspire us with hope ? Does not the very- 
sound of it remind us of our shortcomings, and 
convince us of the impossibility of entering 
life by that road ? For, it is not an occasional 
or partial keeping of the commandments that 
will answer the end. All are laid under the 
curse who ^^ continue not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them." 
But this perfect and sustained obedience to 
the law of God no child of Adam has ever 
rendered.* So that if the Lord Jesus had 
not pitied us, and come to our rescue, this was 
our condition ; first, we had little inclination 
to reach out our hands for immortality ; and 
next, if we had so exerted ourselves, it was 
not within our reach. Surely then, Christ has 
brought life and immortaUty to light, in that 
he has purchased them for us by his own 
obedience unto death, and then of his royal 
bounty oflfered them for our acceptance ; in 
that he has purchased for us also the gift of 
His Spirit, to kindle in our souls a longing 
after life eternal, and to sustain them in the 
pursuit of it.f Yes, it is not something be- 
yond our attaimnent that he has revealed to 

* Gal. iii. 10—12. 
t Ps. Ixviii. 18. John xvi. 7, llJ. 
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US ; some fair vision in the sky which we may- 
long to grasp, but long in vain. He has 
opened it to our view, cleared the way to it, 
offered all needful assistance, and then invited 
all to make the prize their own.* Well might 
he say, '^ I am come tluU ye might have life ; 
and that ye might have it more abundantly." f 



We may close this part of our subject with 
a single reflexion : 

IIoiv greatly are ice indebted to the Lord 
Jesics Christ! 

Through his Gospel he has revealed to 
us truths which pious and thoughtful men 
in all ages ; even kings, philosophers, and 
inspired prophets ; have longed to discern, 
but longed in vain : J truths which, though 
they transcend the grandest conceptions of the 
human mind, are nevertheless within the com- 
pass of the unlearned : a revelation, therefore, 
at once the most simple and sublime. 

* Whosoeveb will, let him take the water of life 
FREELY. Rev. xxii. 17. The water that I shall give 

HIM SHALL BE IN HIM A WELL OF WATER SPINGING UP INTO 

EVERLASTING LIFE. John iv. 14. 

t John x. 10. I Lukr x. 24. 



IMMORTALITY REVEALED. 25 

Now, let US try to place "ourselves in the 
mental condition of some of those old-world 
worthies. Let us suppose that we had strained 
our eyes in vain to catch a glimpse of an ever- 
lasting home ; that we had peered into the 
future more and more earnestly, . and yet could 
see nothing but a dark and tenantless void ; 
how precious to us then would be dawn of the 
Gospel-day ! How glorious the full revelation 
of life and immortality ! * Blessed indeed, 
should we deem the eyes that see, and the 
ears that hear, the announcement of such trans- 
porting truths ; and great would be our love 
for the instrument of our illumination, the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.f But, these 
truths are not the less precious because we 
have known them from our infancy ; nor are 
our obligations any the less to Him who has 
revealed them. And when we take into 
account that the unveiling of the prize includes 
also the placing of it within our reach, truly 
our obligations to him are immeasurable. 

* The dayspring from on high hath visited us, to gh-e 

LIGHT TO them THAT SIT IN DARKNESS AND IN THE SHADOW OP 

DEATH. Luke i. 78. 

f I COUNT ALL THINGS BUT LOSS FOR THE EXCELLENCY OF 
THE KNOTMiiEDGE OF ChRIST JeSUS MY LoRD. Phil. iii. 8. 
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Do not say that they exceed any returns that 
we can make ; for they really exceed our com- 
prehension. Infinitely more reason have we, 
than ever David had, to exclaim, ^^ Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits." 

" Well of life that springeth ever. 
Sea of love that hath no bounds ! 
Fruitless were my best endeavour 
Depth of love like thine to sound ! "* 

* Hymn 286, Ch. Psalter and Hymn Book. 



We return to that branch of the subject, the 
consideration of which Avas postponed ; viz., the 
particulars respecting the future destiny of his 
people, which our Lord has revealed to us 
through the Gospel. We have already con- 
sidered what is implied in ^' bringing life and 
immortality to light ;" we now come to the 
nature of the revelation itself; and first as 
regards 
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1 Corinthians xv. 85 — 44. 

SOME MAN WILL SAY, HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED UP ? 
AND WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME ? THOU FOOL, THAT 
WHICH THOU SOWEST IS NOT QUICKENED, EXCEPT IT DIE : 
AND THAT WHICH THOU SOWEST, THOU SOWEST NOT THAT 
BODY THAT SHALL BE, BUT BARE GRAIN, IT MAY CHANCE 
OF WHEAT, OR OF SOME OTHER GRAIN : BUT GOD GIVETH 
IT A BODY AS IT HATH PLEASED HIM, AND TO EVERY SEED 
HIS OWN BODY. ALL FLESH IS NOT THE SAME FLESH: 
BUT THERE IS ONE KIND OF FLESH OF MEN, ANOTHER 
FLESH OF BEASTS, ANOTHER OF FISHES, AND ANOTHER 
OF BIRDS. THERE ARE ALSO CELESTIAL BODIES, AND 
BODIES TERRESTRIAL : BUT THE GLORY OF THE CELES- 
TIAL IS ONE, AND THE GLORY OF THE TERRESTRIAL IS 
ANOTHER. THERE IS ONE GLORY OF THE SUN, AND AN- 
OTHER GLORY OF THE MOON, AND ANOTHER GLORY OF 
THE STARS: FOR ONE STAR DIFFERETH FROM ANOTHER 
STAR IN GLORY. SO ALSO IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE 
DEAD. IT IS SOWN IN CORRUPTION ; IT IS RAISED IN IN- 
CORRUPTION : IT IS SOWN IN DISHONOUR ; IT IS RAISED IN 
GLORY : IT IS SOWN IN WEAKNESS ; IT IS RAISED IN POW- 
ER : IT IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY; IT IS RAISED A SPIRIT- 
UAL BODY. 
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Accustomed from our infancy to Lear of a 
resurrection, we are apt to regard the doctrine 
as a self-evident truth, or at all events as one 
discoverable by the light of reason : but this 
is not the case : it is simply a revelation of the 
Bible. Many and valuable have been the 
discoveries of science, but this is not one of 
them. On the contrary, guided by j)hilosophy 
men have been led, not to belief in the resur- 
rection, but to denial of it. The most eminent 
Sages of olden time not only did not enter- 
tain the doctrine, but peremptorily rejected it. 
Knowing nothing of the changes to be eflfected 
in the resurrection, they deemed the raising 
again of the body an undesirable thing, if not 
impossible. '^ The body (said they) is the prison 
and sepulchre of the soul, and the greatest 
hindrance to it in the investigation of truth. 
To be tied to the body is a degradation and 
l)unishment to the soul, which can never be 
perfectly happy till it be disengaged from it. 
The idea, therefore, of the resurrection of the 
body is an abominable and an impossible thing, 
which God neither will, nor can effect."* Such 
were the deductions of human wisdom on this 
interesting subject. Accordingly, when the 

* Whitby's Commentary. 



THE IMMORTAL BODY. 29 

Apostle preached '^ Jesus and the resurrection" 
to the wise men of Athens, some were unable 
to conceal their disgust, and exclaimed " What 
will this babbler say ?" and others ^' mocked." 
So again, in the learned city of Corinth, to the 
Apostle's assertion that the dead should be 
raised, it was confidently objected, ^"How are 
the dead raised up ?" How is it possible ? 
The bodies of human beings have been dis- 
solved by corruption, and turned to dust ; and, 
in numberless instances, the particles that com- • 
posed them have been consumed by fire, and 
scattered by the winds; and have thus become 
endlessly disunited and dispersed. Nay, they 
have been incorporated with other bodies ; 
plants, insects, fishes, beasts, and even man 
himself. How is it possible, then, that the 
atoms belonging to each individual body should 
ever be brought together and reunited ? But 
if you say that this is not your doctrine, what 
is the resurrection of the dead ? " With what 
body do they come ?" No one would be tied 
again to a body of animal infirmities, and who 
can conceive of any other ? Who will maintain 
that the dead shall be raised in any other 
fashion ? ' 

To all such objectors, the answer of our Lord 
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to the Sadducees is exceedingly appropriate- 



" Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor 
the power of God." One of the principal objec- 
tions was founded in ignorance. It was based 
on the assumption that the resurrection body 
would be just as gross, carnal, and corruptible, 
as the one that was buried. But as such a 
tenet found no place in the Christian scheme, 
had the objectors acquainted themselves with 
what the Apostles really taught, they would 
have seen how httle occasion there was for 
contempt or aversion. 

With regard to the other main objection, we 
ought to be very cautious lest Ave load the 
doctrine with an encumbrance which does not 
belong to it, and which has so often proved a 
stumbling-block to thinking men. The Scrip- 
tures declare that the body shall be raised 
again; but they declare no less plainly that 
the body raised shall not be the old animal 
compound of flesh and blood. The language 
of St. Paul on this point could not be more 
explicit or decisive. " The dead shall be raised 
incoi^uptihle.'' ''Thou sowest not that body 
that shall be." " The body is sown in corrup- 
tion ; it is raised in incorruption. It is sown 
in dishonour ; it is raised in glory, &c." Where 
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is the foundation here for the dogma main- 
tained by many, that a resurrection . of the 
body necessarily implies the re-collecting and 
re-uniting of all the particles that belonged to it 
when buried ? Neither our Lord nor his 
Apostles have made any such statement. "The 
identity of the particles of matter, as neces- 
sary to the resurrection of the same body, is 
nowhere mentioned in Scripture, and this chap- 
ter strongly militates against that opinion."* 
Indeed, if such particles could be supposed to 
be in any sense necessary, should they not be 
the particles which constituted the body in its 
prime, rather than the worn-out and wasted form 
which is laid in the grave ? Surely, if it may 
be said of the grain of wheat deposited in the 
ground, ^ It will rise again ; ' the like may be 
said of the human body : though in the one 
case as in the other, there may be nothing of 
the old body visibly, and not much actually, 
incorporated with the new. 

Having charged the objector with folly for 

* Scott's Commentary, — Any attempt to build up an oppo- 
site conclusion upon one isolated and controverted expression 
in the oldest portion of the Old Testament, would indicate 
rather a foregone conviction than an unbiassed search after 
truth. 
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allowing unfounded difficulties to stand in the 
way of his faith, the Apostle proceeds to shew, 

First ; The probability of a resurrection, 
as attested hy the ordinary course of Provi- 
dence : 

Secondly ; The nature of the resurrection, 
as revealed hy the Spirit of inspiration. 

While meditating upon these points, let us 
feel thankful to God for having made known to 
us a doctrine so full of liope and comfort, and let 
us look up to him for the teaching of His 
Spirit, that it may prove to us (as it is intend- 
ed) a blessed means of elevating our souls above 
the temptations and sorrows of this evil world. "^ 

The resurrection of the body is here shewn 
to be probable, from the number of similar 
operations in the natural ivorld. 

The Providence of God is so ordered, that 
illustrations and resemblances of the resurrec- 
tion surround us on every side. All nature 
seems to attest the doctrine. The constant 

::- ** Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
PEOPLE OF God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 

season ; FOR HE HAD RESPECT UNTO THE RECOMPENCE OF THE 

REWARD. Others were tortured, not accepting deliver- 
ance ; THAT THEY MIGHT OBTAIN A BETTER RESURRECTION." 

Heb. xi ; 25, 26, 35. 
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dissolution taking place in organic substances, 
and which seems at first sight to be destruction, 
is not really so ; it is merely transfiguration ; 
disappearance in one form in order to reap- 
pearance in another. 

The revolution of the seasons affords a com- 
prehensive image of the resurrection. In winter 
^^ the ground is covered with snow, or crusted 
with frost, and becomes a general sepulchre. 
When the spring appeareth, all begin to rise : 
the plants and flowers peep out of their graves, 
revive, and grow and flourish : this is the 
annual resurrection."'"^ The re-appearance of 
the Earth in her bridal attire, sparkling with 
flowers, and joyous with the songs of birds ; 
always the most interesting season ; becomes 
doubly so, when viewed as a prelude of the 
(jreat revival ; that universal Spring, when the 
whole globe shall be radiant with new and 
celestial forms, destined for ^^ the Paradise of 

God."t 

The individual changes constantly taking 

place in the vegetable and animal creation, afford 

still more graphic illustrations of the rising 

•:• Pearson on the Creed. 
I The dead in Christ shall rise first. 1 Thcs. 
iv. 16. 

C 
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again, after burial, of the human body. You 
cannot drop a seed into the ground, but you 
are presented with a figure of this kind ; a 
mystery no less inexplicable than the resurrec- 
tion of man. ^' For that which you sow is not 
quickened (i.e. made alive) except it die ; and 
you sow not that body that shall be, (not the 
body that shall rise up) but bare grain ;" and 
'^ God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him." 
The form that you hid in the earth perishes, 
and out of it springs a new and comely struc- 
ture incomparably superior to the one that has 
decayed. And, in the endless variety with 
which it hath pleased God to adorn the vege- 
table kingdom, you have endless illustrations 
of his design to I'aise our bodies fi'om the 
dust/ and to endue them with varied degrees 
of comeliness and glory. Similar examples 
may be seen in the changes which take place 
among the insect tribes ; the largest portion 
(numerically) of the animal kingdom. To state 
the matter generally ; unclothed, unwieldy, un- 
sightly grubs, living obscurely in the earth, or 
in the water, after having attained their proper 
growth, pass into a kind of trance resembling 
death, and from this again suddenly emerge 
in a state of perfection ; fitted for a new kind 
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of existence, and in many instances for a new 
element ; but always endowed with an elegance 
of figure, and a perfection of poAvers, suitable 
to their wondrous elevation. 

It will, however, be more instructive to trace 
the changes as they occur in one particular 
class ; and that, the one with which all are 
familiar. ^^' Here, as soon as the egg is hatched 
a caterpillar appears, whose whole occupation 
and enjoyment seem to consist in ministering 
to an insatiable ai^petite. Having passed its 
appointed time in this humble condition, it 
makes preparation for a change, and either 
buries itself in the earth, or spins a web, thus 
enveloping its body (as it were) in a shroud. 
In this its next stage it presents nothing to the 
eye either of activity or comeliness ; scarcely 
any symj^toms of life ; but appears to be hope- 
lessly imprisoned in a dark and lifeless shell. 
Who would have said (previous to information 
on the subject) that this body would ever break 
from its confinement, or enter upon a new phase 
of existence ? What promise does it offer that 
it will ever resume its activity, and appear 
again on the busy stage of life ? Yet no sooner 
does the time for its release arrive, than it 

-'' The family of Moths and Butterflies. 
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bursts from its tomb a totally new creature, 
endowed with more perfect faculties, and with 
a degree of beauty and elegance to which it 
was before a stranger ; and destined henceforth 
to move in a higher sphere. 

Such are the illustrations of the resurrection 
that the God of Providence has sketched for 
us in the book of nature : more lively or 
instructive ones, I think, Ave could not desire. 

But again : ^ Supposing' (the Apostle goes on 
to argue) ' supposing we were to affirm that the 
new body shall be vastly superior to the old 
one ; more refined in its material, more glorious 
in its appearance ; what difficulty would that 
present to the mind of a reflecting man ? Do 
not the manifestations of Omnipotence already 
before us prove beyond a doubt that the 
creation of such a body would occasion no 
difficulty to the Almighty ? Look at the 
bodies which He has already made, their 
variety in substance, in structure, in beauty. 
^' All flesh (for example) is not the same flesh ; 
but there is one kind of flesh of men, another 
of birds, another of beasts, and another of 
fishes." And besides the multiplicity of bodies 
terrestrial, exliibiting endlessly the Creator's 
control over matter to mould and fashion it 
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according to his pleasure, '^ there are also 
celestial bodies ;" and these likewise diflfer from 
one another in their magnitude, material, and 
splendour.* So that with such a profusion of 
dissimilar substances in existence, who will 
maintain that either wisdom or power shall be 
wanting to the Almighty, when he undertakes 
to raise the dead in a new and more excellent 
fashion V 

Truly, the philosopher is the last man who 
should be staggered by such a proposition. 
What though he appreciates the difficulty of 
the case more keenly than other men ; has not 
his investigation of the works of nature in their 
infinite variety and perfection aflforded him 
ample demonstration of the Avisdom and power 
of the Creator, as also of the inexhaustible 
fruitfulness of His resources ? And, with how 
much additional force would this conviction be 
impressed upon his mind, were he able to ex- 
tend his researches beyond the limits of a 
single planet; which, though to us a grand 
universe, is in reality but an inconsiderable 
fraction of the great realm of nature ! f He, 

* There is one glory of the Sun, and another glory 
OF the Moon, &c. 

t There are also celestial bodies as well as terres- 
trial. 
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therefore, of all men; should not need the re- 
monstrance, '^ Why should it be deemed a 
thing incredible with you that God should 
raise the dead ? " He ought rather to address 
it to others ; and to their objecting, ' Are not 
the difficulties great V return the ready re- 
sponse, ^ There is nothing difficult to the 
Almighty/* 

The Apostle having shewn tliat there is 
nothing strange or exceptional in the idea of 
a resurrection, inasmuch as all nature serves to 
illustrate and confirm the doctrine, and having 
thus answered the first part of the objector's 
inquiry, now proceeds to the second, "With 
what body do they come ? " In reply to which, 
he states a number of interesting particulars 
revealed to him by the Spirit of inspiration. 
" Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God. This mortal must put on immortality. 
Thou sowest not that body that shall be, but 
bare grain ; and God giveth it a body as it 
hath pleased him. So also is the resurrection 
of the dead. It is sown a natural body, in 

* Ah, Lobd God ! Thou hast made the heaven and 

THE EABTH BY THY GREAT POWER, AND BY THY STRETCHED-OUT 
ARM ; AND THERE IS NOTHING TOO HARD FOR THEE. Jer. 

xsdi. 17. 
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weakness, dishonour, and corruption ; but it 
shall be raised a spiritual body, in power, in- 
corruption, and glory. For Christ shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the work- 
ing whereby He is able even to subdue all 
things unto Himself." ''' 

The Apostle here draws a comparison be- 
tween the present and the future body ; and 
in order to see the full import of his statement, 
we must give a brief space to each of the points 
contrasted. 

" The body is sown (i.e. buried) in corruption.^^ 
The material of our bodies is perishable, the 
constitution frail; so that the term of their 
duration is necessarily limited : and no sooner 
does the pulse cease to beat than corruption 
takes possession of the corpse as its lawful 
prey. But though such is its condition when 
laid in the grave, it shall be ^^ raised in incoo'- 
ruptionJ' " Mortality shall be swallowed up 
of life." In the risen body there shall be 
nothing perishable ; no tendency to decay. It 
shall be framed for everlasting duration. The 
children of the resurrection may adopt indi- 
vidually the triumphant language of their 

'•' 1 Cor, xy. Phil. iii. 21, 
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Head, '^ I am he that was dead, and am alive 
again ; and behold, I am alive for evermore." 

^' The body is sown in dishonour. ^^ We must 
admit that such is its state, both living and 
dying. Ts it not an indignity to the body to 
be mutilated by violence, and to sicken and 
pine under the influence of disease, privation, 
or old age ? Is it not a dishonour to it to be 
agonised by the throes of death, like the beasts 
that perish, and to become a morsel for worms 
and corruption ? " Death hath passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned." Under the 
mastery of a disobedient spirit, the body has 
been a rebel against its own Maker ; and it 
sickens and dies under the curse of rebellion. 
What greater degradation could have befallen 
it ! Truly may it be said, of the sin-destroyed 
carcass which we bury out of our sight, ^' It is 
sown in dishonour." 

'^ It is raised in glomj'^ The evils above 
mentioned it shall be exempted from, and that 
for ever. Hunger and thirst, disease and 
pain, mutilation and death, it shall never ex- 
perience. But who shall interpret the full 
meaning of the expression, '^ raised in glory ? " 
Compare only what is said in Scripture of the 
present body in its state of humiliation, and of 
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the risen body in its immortal state. The one is 
likened to a tent, a hasty and unstable structure 
of man ; the other is declared to be a building 
of God, eternal in the heavens. The bodies we 
now have are designated " vile bodies," " dust 
and ashes," " houses of clay, whose foundation 
is in the dust, and which are crushed before 
the moth." '"' But the future bodies of the just 
are likened to heavenly gems ; which in beauty 
and lustre shall vie with the ^^ stars, and with 
the brightness of the firmament." " Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father." f 

" The body is sown in iveakness.'' We have 
proofs only too abundant how small a matter 
can produce a fatal derangement in its delicate 
machinery. The most insignificant insect, the 
prick of a pin, or even a sudden noise, has 
sometimes been the cause of death ; and in the 
stoutest and most vigorous of these machines 
some part fails in the course of a few years, 
and motion ceases. J 

" It shall be raised in power" Little can 
we realize the strength of an immortal body ; 
a body Avhich can never experience decay; 

* Job. iv. 19. f Mat. xiii. 43. 

I As A FLOWEB OF THE FIELD SO HE FLOUBISHETH. Fs. cill. 15. 



42 SECOND PART. 

which no length of duration can impair, and 
which no exertions can injure or fatigue. Yet 
such shall the body be in its glorified state. 
' Its strength is now weakness ; its weakness 
shall then be strength.' " It shall be raised in 

^^ It is sown a natural (that is, an animal) 
body." Superior no doubt it is in some par- 
ticulars of organization to the bodies of other 
animals, yet in the main precisely similar to 
them. It is composed of the like materials 
(flesh and blood); subject to the same ills 
(hunger and thirst, pain and death); main- 
tained in existence by the same means (food 
and rest) ; destined to endure for a similar 
period (a few short years); and doomed to 
return to their common original (dust). It is 
the source of all animal appetites and passions. 
Spiritual things it cannot apprehend ; it can 
affect only things that are gross, and carnal. 
In short, it is an " animal " body. 

It shall be ^^ raised a spiritual body." This 
most wonderful announcement forms a grand 
climax to the whole; a spiriUial in the place of 
an animal body ! ye, who ^'delight in the law 
of God after the inner man, but yet find 
another law in your members warring against 
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the law of your mind, and bringing you into 
captivity; " ^ ye, whose struggles after ^ perfect 
freedom ' in the service of Christ, seem like the 
efforts of a man dreaming, ever frustrated, ever 
impotent ; what think you of the utter extinc- 
tion of the old Adam, and of the substitution 
of a new man, holy and spiritual in body no 
less than in soul ! What think you of a body 
requiring no earthly sustenance, harbouring no 
animal appetites, and never, by reason of its 
grossness or weakness, proving a hinderance to 
the soul in its pursuit of Divine things ! ^ The 
mind is now carnal, the body will then be 
spiritual.' Who can estimate the difference ? 
Who can realize the idea of a body so subtle 
and etherial as to be no longer a clog to the 
soul ; but, on the contrary, buoyancy to it ; 
wings and feet to the happy spirit, in scaling 
angelic heights of holiness and bliss ? 

Indeed, the expression ^ spiritual body ' is 
almost a contradiction in itself. We mean by 
a ^^ spirit," a being that has not a body ; not 
a body, at all events, such as we have any 
acquaintance with, or can apprehend with any 
of our external senses, or can clearly imagine. 
All our knowledge of such bodies is derived 

* Rom. vii. 21—28. 
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from the Bible ; and from the attributes there 
ascribed to them we infer that they are able to 
subsist and move quite independently of all 
material elements ; and that even the air, 
which to us is " the breath of life/' they need 
not, either to sustain their existence or their 
flight. They pass apparently with equal ease 
through the etherial void between heaven and 
earth, and through the walls of a dungeon. "^'^ 
Nay, they have access to the inner recesses of 
the heart of man, to influence it for good or 
evil.f How animating, how exhilarating the 
thought that we shall one day be possessed of 
bodies endowed with such powers, and such 
freedom of action ; that we shall drop the 
nature of an animal to assume that of a spirit ! 
Such then is the grand doctrine revealed to 
us in the Gospel. Our bodies, though dis- 
solved in the earth, shall be raised again ; not 
of the old material, gross and corruptible, but 
of a refined and heavenly temper. And, great 
as are the changes which we have referred to in 
the animal kingdom, they are really insignifi- 
cant compared with the transfiguration here 
predicted : a transfiguration which we see on 

* Dan, ix. 20. Eze. i. 14. Luke ii. 18. Acts xii. 7. 

t Acts v. 2. Luke xxii. 48. 
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earth nothing at all corresponding to, nor can 
in any wise picture to our imaginations ; in- 
stead of a perishahle substance an imperish- 
able ; instead of an animal body a spiritual ; 
instead of an earthly image a heavenly. 

It will, however, be naturally objected here, 
^ How does such a doctrine agree with the fact, 
that the body of our Lord appeared to be much 
the same after his resurrection that it was 
before ? ' 

Our Lord's body did undoubtedly appear 
much the same, and for a sufficient reason. 
Had any considerable change taken place in it, 
none of his disciples could have recognized 
him. As it was, they experienced a degree of 
difficulty in doing so, and consequently ^^ some 
doubted " even to the end.* But supposing 
this difficulty to have been surmounted, and 
the disciples themselves to have been assured 
of his identity ; how would they have estab- 
lished such convictions in the minds of others ? 
The difficulty of convincing strangers of our 
Lord's resurrection, as it was, seems to have 
been almost insuperable. Read the commence- 
ment of this chapter, and then say, whether 
any of the Corinthians would have received 

-:- I^Iat. xxviii. 17. 
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Christ's resurrection as an article of faith, had 
the Apostles been compelled to admit, that the 
risen body was not the same in appearance with 
the one that was buried. Their testimony, 
startUng enough before, would thus have be- 
come w^holly incredible. 

There was an imperative necessity, therefore, 
for his rising again in the same form which 
had been suspended on the cross, and laid 
in the sepulchre ; a form (be it remembered) 
which had not been contaminated in life by 
sin, nor in death by corruption.^'' Had any 
considerable change taken place in it, none 
could have testified that He, who died for our 
sins, had risen again for our justification ; or, 
if any had attested it, none would have believed 
their testimony. 

But, if we admit the necessity, in our Lord's 
case, for the re-appearance of his material body, 
is it reasonable to argue as if no such necessity 
existed ? Is it reasonable to say, ^ Behold in 
Christ's risen body the type of all resurrection 
bodies, and liis own in particular ; ' when so 
far as we can see, it was not practicable for 
him to appear in any other form ? 

Indeed, do not the early manifestations 

•' John iii. 5. Acts ii. 27 — 81. 
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which our Lord gave of himself after his 
resurrection, evidently caution us against any- 
such assumption ? Look at the testimony 
afforded by them, its divided, its incongruous 
nature. It was the same person that had risen, 
and yet so different that his friends could with 
difficulty recognise him. It was the body 
which had been pierced with the nails and the 
spear ; and yet it was a body which had more 
than once made its appearance in a room where 
the doors were closed,* and on another occa- 
sion, had as suddenly become invisible.f Ought 
we to ignore one half of this testimony, and to 
build conclusions only upon the other ? Would 
our Lord have adopted this supernatural mode 
of appearing and disappearing, so different from 
his ordinary procedure, had he not intended 
to intimate some mystery respecting the body 
which he now possessed ? For, who can read 
attentively the statement of St. John, that 
Jesus appeared suddenly among his disciples 
again and again, in a room " where the doors 
were shut," and yet feel satisfied with the in- 
terpretation ordinarily given, that he opened 
the door silently by his Divine power and 

* John xx. 19, 26. Luke xxiv. 86, 87. 
f Luke xxiv. 81. 
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SO entered ? and especially when the above 
account is compared with that of St. Luke ; 
who in relating the same occurrence, says, that 
^^ Jesus stood in the midst" of his disciples so 
suddenly that " they were terrified and aflBright- 
ed, supposing that they had seen a spirit." 
We can see an object for his risen body 
appearing and disappearing after the manner 
of a spirit ; but none whatever for his opening 
the door vnili miraculous silence again and 
again, and effecting an entrance while the dis- 
ciples were not looking.* 

It is said that, on the occasion of our Lord's 
transfiguration, his disciples ^' saw His gloiy ; " 
not a superficial glow, like that upon the face 
of Moses, but the glory which belonged to him 
at all times, though not unveiled. f As, then, 
the disciples on Mount Tabor, caught a gUmpse 
of Christ's gloiy, which for sufficient reasons 
was at other times eclipsed ; so in these 

5i' If it be objected (Whitby on John xx. 19.), * There is an 
absurdity in supposing that flesh and bones should be made to 
penetrate through a door.' I answer, * Explain how a body of 
such materials can become suddenly invisible, and you will 
have no difficulty in comprehending how the same body should 
make its appearance in a room with closed doors.' 

t Luke ix. 82. 2 Peter i. IG. 
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mysterious manifestations, there was a glimpse 
afforded of the real nature of the immortal 
body, though for sufficient reasons, any fuller 
exhibition of it could not be given.* 

" It was necessary that the body of our Lord 
at his transfiguration, at his appearance after 
his resurrection, at his ascension into heaven, 
at his appearance to Stephen, should preserve 
a resemblance to his human person upon earth, 
because it was by that resemblance alone he 
could be known to his disciples. But this was 
not always necessary, nor continues to be neces- 
sary. Nor is there any sufficient reason to 
suppose, that this resemblance to our present 
bodies will be retained in our future bodies, or 
be at all wanted." f 

As, therefore, on the one hand, we must 
not regard Christ's risen form as a mere 
phantom ; it being necessary that the same 
body should be raised ; so neither, on the 
other, must we regard it as a just representa- 
tion of the resurrection-body ; for we can no 
more judge of this latter by any exhibition of 

-:< It appears (though I was not aware of the fact when the 
above was written), that the view here taken of our Lord's 
manifestations of himself after his resurrection, was the view 
held by the early ** Fathers." 

t Palby, Tol. 6 ; p. 878. 
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flesh and blood, than we can judge of " the 
glory of the Only-begotten of the Father/' by 
his ordinary appearance as the " Son of man." 

Again, St. John writes, " It doth not yet 
appear what we shall be ; but we know that 
when He shall appear, we shall be like him ; 
for we shall see him as he is."^^ But, if already 
acquainted with Christ's immortal body, should 
he not have said, ^ It appears very plainly what 
we shall be ; for we have seen him as he is, 
and we shall be like him ? ' Some years after, 
the same apostle was favored with a vision of 
his Lord ; but (notwithstanding his former in- 
timacy) he was so overwhelmed by the sight, 
that he " fell at His feet as dead." f 

Lastly, St. Paul announces it as a wonderful 
and transporting fact, that ^^the Lord Jesus shall 
change our vile body into the Ukeness of his 
glorious body, according to the working where- 
by he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself" f Surely, this would be a most ex- 
travagant mode of expression, and one quite 
foreign to the Apostle's style, if the " glorious 
body " here be nothing more than the visible 
form in which the Son of God walked the earth 
after his resurrection. Would it require any 

* 1 John iii. 2. t Rkv. i. 17. I Philip, iii. 29. 
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extraordinary exertion of creative energy to 
change the bodies, which we already have, into 
a form like that ? ^ No : we may rest assured 
that it is no slight change, which is announced 
in such significant terms. The step is a great 
one from earth to heaven ; and it is doubtless 
no less between ^^ the body of our humiliation " 
and " the body of His glory." f It is not said 
that our earthly body shall be made like to 
Christ's earthly body, but to his glorioles body ; 
like, not to the form of the man of sorrows, but 
to the form of the King of heaven. 

Again, It may be asked, ' Is it probable that 
the children of the resurrection will be able to 
recognise one another in bodies so greatly 
changed ? ' — It seems strange how a doubt on 
this point could ever have arisen : as if spiritual 
beings should require the organs of animal 
bodies in order to recognise one another; or 
as if the powers of discernment pertaining to 
spiritual bodies should be less perfect than 
those of inferior natures ! Surely, the know- 
ledge of each other possessed by the " saints 
in light" will be even more intimate and com- 

Ai She supposiNa him to be the gardeneb. — John 

XX. 15. 

t Philip, iii. 21. See the origuxaL 
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plete than that possessed by saints on earth. 
What if the spiritual body should be an im- 
personation of the character ; the moral and 
intellectual image being as distinctly visible as 
the bodily features are now ! " Now (in our 
animal bodies) we see through a glass darkly ; 
but then (in our spiritual bodies) we shall see 
face to face, and know even as we are known."^ 
It may be asked, again, ^ Must we not infer 
from the above premises, that the resurrection- 
body will differ from the present one even in 
form f — This certainly appears to be the natural 
inference; and especially if we turn again to 
the book of nature ; the authority so often 
refeiTed to by the Apostle, and, inattention to 
which, brought upon the philosopher of old so 
severe a rebuke.f We have already seen that 
there are changes constantly occurring in the 
animal kingdom, amongst thousands of different 
species, no less remarkable as illustrations of 
the resurrection than those of the grain of 
wheat. Now, these metamorphoses are com- 
plete. There is no appearance *here of patch- 
work ; no partial accommodation of an old 
figure to suit a new condition : but an en- 
tirely new form, admirably adapted in every the 

* \ CowN. xiii. 12. t ** Thou Fool." 
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minutest particular to its new circumstances. 
From such illustrations it seems an unavoidable 
inference, not only that the body of every 
creature is exactly and evidently fitted to 
the condition in which it is placed ; but that 
when the condition changes, the form changes 
too. And if this be the established order in 
the lower walks of creation ; that a change of 
external structure should ever accompany a 
change of state ; how much more would such 
a law seem to be imperative in the higher ! 
If the work of Providence be so thorough 
and complete in these minor adjustments, 
how much more in the major ! Now, our 
corporeal senses and powers are all exactly 
suited to the requirements of animal existence, 
and evidently adapted to the material world 
in which we live ; and to them of course the 
external form of our bodies has been adjusted. 
But is it conceivable that such animal appur- 
tenances as arms and legs, lungs and intestines, 
should determine the figure of the spiritual 
body, or compose the form best adapted for the 
exercise of its powers ; or that what constitutes 
the symmetry and beauty of an animal struc- 
ture, will constitute also the perfection of a 
figure which has no animal functions, and is 
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not dependent on material substances ? * It 
may be so. But it would seem a more reason- 
able inference, that the changes predicted of 
the new body relate no less to its form than 
to its substance. ^^ Thou sowest not that body 
that shall be." ^^ It doth not yet appear what 
we shall be." ^^ We have borne the image of 
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly." And methinks our Lord's words, 
if duly weighed, lead to the same conclusion : 
^^ Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor 
the power of God ; for, in the resurrection, 
they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but are. as the Angels of God in heaven." f 

If any think that the frequent appearance of 
Angels in human form seems to militate against 
the foregoing view, let him consider what shape 
it would be practicable for Angels to assume ; 
their own natures being invisible to mortal 
eyes; and their appearances even in human 
form being always sufficiently alarming. % 

* Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats : but 
God shall destroy {abolish) both it and them. 1 Cor. vi. 18. 

t Mat. xxii. 29, 80. 

i The angel said to Zacharias, Fear not. Luke i. 18. 
To Mary, Fear not. Luke i. 80. To the Shepherds, Feab 
not. Luke ii. 10. To the Women, Feab not. Mat. xxviii. 5. 
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However, we need not dwell upon this as a 
matter of primary moment ; for, where so much 
has been clearly revealed, we may willingly 
leave subordinate points to be determined by 
the event. 

Once more : It may be objected, ' If the 
future body be so different, both in appearance 
and in substance, from the present one, how 
can it in any sense be called the same ; how 
can their identity be preserved ? ' — The human 
body passes through a variety of phases 
between the womb and the grave. In its 
first appearance, as a mere handful of flesh 
and blood, it bears no very striking resem- 
blance to an adult. And the subsequent 
changes constantly taking place in it are so con- 
siderable, that a .man who has lived for seventy 
years is supposed to have tenanted several 
different bodies. But, "vast as the change 
must be, between our present and our future 
bodies, as to their substance, their nature, or 
their form, it will not hinder us from remaining 
the same, any more than the alterations which 
our bodies undergo in this life hinder us from 
remaining the same. We know within our- 
selves that we are the same, and that is 
suflScient; and this knowledge or consciousness 
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we shall rise with from the grave, whatever be 
the bodies with which we be clothed/' * 

Here let us advert once more to the illustra- 
tions supplied hj the operations of Providence. 
The stately plant of wheat, though a very 
different body from the "naked grain," has 
nevertheless sprung out of it, and is in some 
sense the same body. There is here both a 
difference and a sameness : a difference, in that 
the risen body is vastly superior to the old 
one ; and a sameness, in that it has preserved 
its own peculiar characteristics. It is not a 
plant of bailey, or of rye, that has sprung up, 
but a plant of wheat. " God giveth it a body 
as it hath pleased him ; and to every seed its 
own body." The butterfly is the very same crea- 
ture which, but a few weeks . before, appeared 
as a caterpillar. Yet, look again at this little 
child of the sun. Behold it one moment flit- 
ting through the air with reckless speed, and 
the next poised upon a flower, and unfolding 
its charms to the eye of heaven; now exulting 
in its newly acquired powers, and now display- 
ing its beauty : and will you afiirm that this is 
the same body which, but a little before, was 
cleaving to the dust in the form of a worm ! 

* Palbt, Tol. yI. p. 872, 
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Surely, it is a very different and more excellent 
body ; its form more elaborate and elegant ; 
its vesture more rich and beautiful ; its organs 
more complete ; its enjoyments more varied 
and elevated. It is altogether a more perfect 
nature ; it has risen in the scale of being. But, 
however great the change which has passed 
upon it, it is in very deed the identical body, 
which was very recently a sluggish worm, and 
still more recently entombed as a lifeless corpse. 
Not a particle of fresh matter has been added 
to it. It is nothing more than the original 
grub re-formed, and re-organised. It is true, 
the same operation is not here exhibited as that 
which will be effected in the resurrection of 
man, but only an image of it. How these 
corruptible elements of flesh and blood, or any 
residue of them, can be converted into bodies 
spiritual and incorruptible we comprehend not. 
But we do comprehend the lesson which the 
God of nature teaches us by such examples of 
his wonder-working energy; namely, that if 
the transformations hourly occurring in the 
most insignificant creatures, and in the ordi- 
nary course of his Providence, be so inter- 
esting and astonishing, what transformations 
may we not expect in the forms of his own 
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children, and on the occasion of that most 
ex^m-ordinary manifestation of his power, the 
resurrection of the dead ! What variety, what 
beauty, what glory, will there not be exhibited 
in these sons of light, when arrayed in their 
new and immortal vestments on the morning 
of the eternal Sabbath ! 

Having thus endeavoured, in conformity 
with the Apostle's example, to answer all 
reasonable objections, I will return to the 
main subject. And, taking a comprehensive 
view of the revelation here given us, how 
worthy is it of a place among " the oracles of 
God ! '' The ' resurrection of the body' was a 
doctrine not to be named amongst the ancient 
Sages. Be it so.* But though, like its Divine 
Author, " a stone refused of the builders," it 
has become a graceful and noble column in the 
edifice of infallible truth ; and, till time shall 
be no more, a fundamental and precious article 
of the Christian faith, f Only collect the 
several items here revealed together ; bring 
the separate rays into one focus, and how bril- 
liant the image which they present ! But, not 

* Hath not God made foolish the wisdom op this 
WOBLD ? 1 Cor. i. 20. 

t ' I believe in the resurrection of the body.' 
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SO brilliant as to be out of harmony with other 
portions of the Christian scheme. In the great 
day all true disciples shall be publicly adopted 
as the children of God : and shall their appear- 
ance be such as to degrade that high relation ! 
They are the members of Christ's mystical 
body ; and shall they not be endued with an 
excellency of form befitting their glorious 
Head! As *^ heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ, all things are theirs ;" and shall 
there be no correspondence between their own 
endowments and the matchless glory of their 
inheritance ! Well might one, looking for such 
things, and realizing their magnitude through 
the power of faith, exclaim, ^^ We, who have 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves ; waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our bodies." f 
And no wonder that he should represent the 
whole creation as stretching forth the neck in 
eager expectation, impatient for the arrival of 
that glorious period when the long-promised 
manifestation shall be made of the sons of 

God.:|: 

There is one point, in conclusion, which 
has not been named, but which must not be 

t Bou. viii. 28. I Bom. Tiii. 19. 
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overlooked, namely, that all which is spoken in 
this chapter respecting the rising again of the 
dead, is spoken in reference to the living mem- 
hers of Christ ; and that neither St. Paul, nor 
any inspired writer, has given us any informa- 
tion respecting the future bodies of the impeni- 
tent. It is merely declared, that there shall 
be a resurrection of the unjust, as well as of 
the just ; and our Lord distinguishes the two 
by the terribly significant terms, " a resurrec- 
tion to life, and a resurrection to damnation." 
Possibly the statement in the book of Daniel, 
that of those who '^ sleep in the dust of the 
earth, some shall awake to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt," * 
may be taken to imply that as the bodies of 
the aagodly will undergo a change for the 
better, befitting the dignity of their illustrious 
state, so the bodies of the ungodly, though 
raised imperishable, will undergo a change for 
the worse, suitable to their inheritance of degra- 
dation and misery. Of this at least we are 
sure, that God will both put a crown of glory 
on the head of his own children, and also 
^' clothe his enemies with shame." 

What an alternative is thus set before us ! 

* Dan. xii. 2, 
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A crown of "glory and honor," or "shame and 
everlasting contempt ! " A resurrection to life, 
or a resurrection to damnation ! Can any con- 
template such an alternative in a serious mood, 
and not instantly determine to secure the one 
and escape the other ? If it be asked, how is 
this to be accomplished ? I answer, only by 
personal application to Him who is the ^^ Re- 
surrection and the Life." If we fail of being 
raised again to life everlasting, our Lord has 
forewarned us of the reason in terms which 
cannot be mistaken : ^^ Ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have life." We cannot really 
aim at life and immortality; we cannot set our 
faces steadfastly towards heaven, without feel- 
ing, that to meet the difficulties of such a 
journey we need the help of One who is in 
every way a Saviour; One, of more than 
human tenderness and sympathy, and yet 
Almighty and Ever-]3resent. And this convic- 
tion will bring us to Christ in humble efforts 
to pray and believe ; and eventually teach us 
to live upon Him as '^ the bread of life," and 
as the Author and Finisher of our salvation. 
It will cause us to become earnest supplicants 
for his life-giving Spirit ; that by his Divine 
energy we may be raised at once ' from the 
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death of sin to the life of righteousness ; ' * 
the only sure and certain pledge that we shall 
hereafter be raised to reign with him in life 
everlasting. And what a persuasive to such a 
course is here set before us ! " They that have 
done good ;" theirs is the resurrection to life. 
Every spiritual effort, every denial of our carnal 
propensities, every victory over our natural 
selfishness ; in fact, every work of faith, even 
the commonest duty of daily life, if faithfully 
discharged under a sense of our obligations to 
Christ, is sure of a gracious reward ; f it shall 
'^ be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just." J And such is the practical issue to 
which tlie Apostle conducts his readers at the 
close of this noble chapter : " wherefore, my 

BELOVED BRETHREN, BE YE STEADFAST, UNMOVEABLE, 
ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF THE LoRD ; 
FORASMUCH AS YE KNOW THAT YOUR LABOUR IS 
NOT IN VAIN IN THE LORD." 



* See prayer in the Burial Service, 
f With good will doing service, as to the Lord and 

NOT TO MEN ; KNOWING THAT WHATSOEVER GOOD THING ANY 
BIAN DOETH, THE SAME SHALL HE RECEIVE OF THE LoRD, 
WHETHER HE BE BOND OR FREE. EpheS. vi. 7, 8. 

\ Luke xiv. 14. 
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1 CoRiN. ii. 9. 

EYE HATH NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NEITHER 
HAVE ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN, THE THINGS 
WHICH GOD HATH PREPARED FOR THEM THAT LOVE 
HIM: BUT GOD HATH REVEALED THEM UNTO US BY 
HIS SPIRIT. 

The quotation here made from the book of 
Isaiah, the Apostle applies to the great dis- 
coveries of the Christian dispensation. The 
facts and truths exhibited by Christ to the 
world, were such as had never entered into 
the thoughts of men. We have already seen 
this verified in a portion of the revelation ; and 
we shall find it no less true in relation to the 
point now before us, namely, 

TJie future destiny of the perfected sainty 
after the re-union of body and soul. 

Many seem to be unconscious that Christ by 
his gospel has thrown any extraordinary light 
upon the future being of man. They are 
unaware, apparently, that this is included 
among " the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him ;" and which have been 
** revealed to us by his Spirit." 
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Others seem to think that particular inquiry 
into this department of sacred truth is not a very- 
profitable employment. It is well if none of 
their studies are directed to a less profitable end, 
or are less calculated to refine and elevate the 
mind. If God has made known to us things, 
which could not be discovered by human reason, 
they ought unquestionably to be interesting to 
us, and must be important. But it is only by 
inquiry and reflexion, that we can ever become 
acquainted with them sufficiently to feel their 
importance. Our acquaintance with them at 
best must be very limited. Though immor- 
tality has been " brought to light," it is still a 
'^ glory to be revealed." But, a little informa- 
tion is incomparably better than none. And 
until we have some knowledge, not only of the 
terms ^^ glory and happiness," but also of the 
things which constitute them, we cannot "look" 
at the things unseen, and much less " set our 
affections," (literally our " mindy') " on things 
above." For, as the influences of the sun are 
diminished, when his beams are obstructed by 
a mist, so if the glory of heaven be obscured 
by ignorance, "the powers of the world to 
come" are in like manner impaired. In bring- 
ing life and immortality to light j it is evidently 
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the design of Christ that his followers should 
have a definite object set before them, and that 
the outlines, at least, of the jDnze that awaits 
the conqueror, should • be clearly seen in all 
their incomparable grandeur. And especially 
since the world, ever progressing in refinement 
and luxury, and all that makes life enjoyable, 
is daily becoming more attractive ; there is the 
more need that the ''glory which excelleth" 
should be justly appreciated. 

Let us not, however, fall into the mistake, 
that such revelations are intended to furnish 
us with a garden of delights, where we may 
dream away life in visions of future bliss. 
Christ's object is, not to render life upon earth 
a resty but the very opposite, a inlgrlmage. He 
would have his people filled with joy, but it is 
the joy of hope rather than of present acqui- 
sition. The revelation of the glorious prize, 
therefore, is to be, not an opiate, but a stimu- 
lant ; an inducement to us to renew our efforts ; 
to grasp more determinedly the pilgrim's staff, 
and set our faces Zionward. 

Let us offer the petition, that He who has 
revealed these precious truths in his word, may 
also reveal them within our souls, that we may 
contemplate immortality, not for a moment as 



66 THIRD PART. 

the gleam of some passing meteor, but habit- 
ually, as the Pole-star of our lives. 

On quitting its earthly tenement, the spirit 
will return to God who gave it : ^ with whom 
the souls of the faithful, after that they are 
delivered from the burden of the flesh, are in 
joy and felicity.' * Beyond this we have no 
information concerning the state of the departed 
spirit, till the period arrive for its union with 
the resurrection-body. Having then, in the 
fullest sense, entered upon life and immortality, 
its condition will be complete. Not that the 
glory conferred upon every individual will be 
the same in degree, but that every vessel, 
whatever its capacity, will be filled. As a 
small mirror reflects the sun no less correctly 
than a large one, though not on so grand a 
scale : so ^^ every spirit of the just made perfect" 
will, according to its measure, afford an exact 
reflexion of the "Sun of righteousness." Now, 
the blessedness of Immortals will be promoted 
by many circumstances of which the following 
seem especially to be noted. 

Their residence ivill be heaven. 

Of this invisible state all our knowledge is 
derived from the Bible. It is there described 

* Buiial SeiTice. Philip, i. 23. 



THE LIFE EVEELASTING. 67 

in a variety of ways, sometimes negatively ^ as 
an exemption from all the defects and evils of 
our present state : no sin, no pain, no death ; 
no scorching sun, no piercing cold ; no night 
(the emblem of insecurity and adversity), no 
sea (the emblem of instability and disquiet) : 
in fact as a new universe ("heavens and earth''), 
from which all the troubles of the former state 
will be excluded. "^^ Though this is not the fairest 
view of heaven, how fondly do our thoughts 
cling to it ! and very naturally. So many and 
grievous are the ills of our present condition, 
that complete deliverance from them seems 
almost as grand a notion of happiness as our 
minds can grasp. Just as an invalid, during a 
long and painful illness, imagines all the joys 
of health to be comprised in deliverance from 
his sick chamber. 

Again : heaven is described figuratively ; 
and that in all the brightest hues of Eastern 
imagery. For example, it is portrayed as a 
city of surpassing richness and beauty ; " pre- 
pared as a bride adorned for her husband ; " f 
a city whose streets are of gold, her gates 
of pearl, and her walls of precious stones. 
Sometimes at the close of a summer's day, you 

* Bey. zzi. 4. f I^v. zzi. 2 — 10. 
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have seen in the western horizon a semblance 
of palaces and towers, glowing like ti'ansparent 
gold, in the effulgence of an in^dsible sun. Such 
was the vision of this supernal city, suspended 
in mid-air before the eye of the Apostle. ''Its 
light was like unto a stone most precious." 
External illumination it had no need of: for 
the throne of God and of the Lamb was in it ; 
and it was radiant with uncreated glory. Into 
this holy of holies nothing can enter that 
defileth, or that worketh abomination, or that 
maketh a lie; none but those who are '^ written 
in the Lamb's book of life."* And as its 
streets can never be tarnished by human guilt, 
so neither can they be saddened by human woe. 
No train of mourners can appear there, nor 
spectacles of misery; not even the jaded forms 
of the sons of toil. Tlie feverish din of Earth, 
with all her restless strife, and sighs, and groans, 
is hushed for ever. There reigns a perpetual 
Sabbath, an everlasting holiday ; and not even 
the shadow of evil can bedim tliose golden 
palaces. 

Oh, were I there I where all the air 
With lovely sounds is ringing ; 

- ♦ Rbv. xxi. 27. 
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Where the saints are evermore, 
* Holy, Holy/ singing 1* 



Many other figurative expressions are em- 
ployed to describe the joys of Immortals; such 
as eating the fruits of the tree of life ; quench- 
ing thirst at living fountains ; playing on golden 
harps; singing choruses in grand unison; bear- 
ing the palms of victory. But however useful, or 
even indispensable, such metaphors may be, in 
assisting us to si)eak of heaven, we must bear 
in mind that they are figures, and must no 
more interpret them literally than we do the 
description of heaven as a city of gold. Of a 
state of thuigs suited to the enjoyments and 
occupations of spiritual natures, we can form 
only the most vague and general concepitions. 
Having had no experience or acquaintance with 
such a state, any particular description of it 
would be wholly unintelligible to us. And 
it is with the view of raising our ideas con- 
cerning it that the things Avhich excite our 
admiration, or minister to our enjoyment upon 
earth, are employed as "figures of the true" 
happiness. 

* Hymn 22. Church Psalter and Hymn Book^ 
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There are general descriptions of heaven in 
plainer terms. 

^^ In my Father's house are many mansions ; 
I go to prepare a place for you." He, who gave 
utterance to these words, was the Designer and 
Creator of all things. Can it be any ordinaty 
mansion which he thus announces himself to 
be preparing ? The company for whom he is 
preparing it are the purchase of his own suffer- 
ings ; the flock for whom the Shepherd laid 
down his life. Can any ordinary accommoda- 
tion be deemed suitable for those, who have 
thus become the most precious to him of all 
his creatures ? It will be, in fact, the abode 
of Christ himself, the Heir of all things. " If 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you unto myself, that where 
I am, there ye may be also." '^ Father, I will, 
that th^y also whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am ; that they may behold 
my glory which thou hast given me : and the 
glory which thou gavest me, I have given 
them." * 

In similar terms Heaven is described as the 
kingdom of God, and the throne of God ; and 
its favoured inmates as being in his immediate 

* John xiv. 2, 3 ; and xvii. 22 — 24» 
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presence ; " seeing him as he is, and knowing 
even as they are known."* 

The full significance of such expressions we 
know not. Nor do ^ve even know how mean 
our conceptions are on such a subject. For, 
who can form the least notion of the revelation 
of God's presence ; ''the presence of his glory? "f 
We cannot even form an idea of the majesty 
of an Archangel.^ But, though we know not 
in what way the Father of spirits can reveal 
himself to other spirits, the expressions cer- 
tainly imply more than any manifestation of 
himself through his works. In our present 
condition we can see something of God in this 
way, but no mortal hath seen his face, nor can 
see it. II To spirits like ours, embedded in flesh 
and blood, the immediate vision of God is im- 
possible. It is the privilege of Immortals only 
to see God's face and live. It may be that we 
have experienced the fulfilment of that promise, 

* Much of the general treatment of the subject here was 
suggested by the essays in Dwlght's Theoloffij; an extensive 
mine too little explored by Students in divinity. 

f JuDE xxiv. 

X I SAW ANOTHER ANGEL COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, HAVING 
GREAT POWER, AND THE EARTH WAS LIGHTENED WITH HIS 

GLORY. Rev. xviii. 1. 

John i. 18 ; and Tm. vi. 16, 
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"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 
to you ; " * then that illumination of the inner 
man, that internal glow, was but a slender ray 
from the distant luminary, whose effulgence is 
unveiled in heaven. 

The hiowledge of God vouchsafed to the 
inhabitants of heaven is here represented as 
unlimited. Undoubtedly, one grand source of 
such knowledge is his works ; the productions 
of creation ; the operations of Providence. 
The wonderful gradation of organic beings, 
from the living atom to intelligent man, ex- 
hibits, even in our own little planet, something 
of the variety and multiplicity of God's crea- 
tions. And perhaps in the innumerable worlds 
that throng the expanse of immensity, a similar 
though higher gradation may obtain ; starting 
with the intelligence of man, and sweeping 
upwards to the attributes of an Archangel. At 
all events, the works of creation, in their end- 
less multiplicity and variety, their incomparable 
beauty and grandeur, cannot fail to present a 
field of unsearchable riches for the study of 
intelligent beings, f 

* James iv. 8. John xiv. 21 — 28. 
t The works of the Lord are great, sought out by all 

THEM THAT HAVE PLEASUBS! THEREIN. Ps. iu. 2. 



THE LIFE EVERLASTING. 73 

Co-extensive with these glorious productions, 
and inseparably connected with them, is the 
agency of Providence : that wonderful admin- 
istration, by which all the hosts that God's 
hand has formed are upheld in existence; 
supplied with all needful good ; treated with 
dispensations as various as their respective 
faculties ; and carried forward with uninter- 
mitting progress towards the great end of 
their creation. ^'' Who would not stand 
by and contemplate the course of this 
mighty stream; its breadth and depth, 
its movements and counter-movements ; its 
minute and endless ramifications ! Who 
would not wish to retrace, by the light 
of heaven, his own former pilgrimage upon 
earth ; as well as that of his fellow- 
Christians ; the more fully to " understand 
the lovingkindness of the Lord.'* Indeed, the 
whole of God's dealings with man as a fallible 
and as a fallen creature ; the development of 
that wondrous scheme for the restoration of an 
apostate race, will supply, both to us and to 
higher intelligences, a study more interesting 
and instructive than perhaps all other acts of 

* These all wait upon thee. Thou openest thine hand, 

THEY ABE FILLED WITH GOOD. Ps. civ. 27. 
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Providence put together.* For, herein are 
combined the richest display of beneficence 
and the master-piece of Divine wisdom; a 
demonstration, in fact, of the perfections of 
the Almighty, such is not to be found else- 
where : for the glory of God as seen in the 
face of Jesus Christ outshines all other exhi- 
bitions of it. Nay, it would seem to be for the 
express purpose of this exhibition, that the 
material universe was called into being : *^God 
having created all things by Jesus Christ, to 
the intent, that now unto the Principalities 
and Powers in heavenly places might be known 
by the Church, the manifold wisdom of God."f 
In the operations of Providence, therefore, no 
less than of creation, a most comprehensive 
and instructive study will be presented to all 
finite minds. With what a depth of feeling 
will the ascription then be uttered, which now 
falls so tamely from our lips, '^ Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever !" For, sceptical philosophy, with 
its heart of stone, will obtain no footing in 
heaven. In that divine Temple there can be 

* Which THiNas the angels desire to look into. 
1 Peter i. 12. 

t Ephes. iii. 9, 10. 
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no study without devotion : no survey of God's 
works without a discovery of his perfections, 
and no discovery of him without corresponding 
emotions of admiration and enthusiasm."* An 
outburst of praise will as inevitably follow the 
entrance of light into the mind from these 
glorious manifestations, as a peal of thunder 
succeeds to the electric flash, f Even upon 
earth it is the kindling of religious feeling 
which constitutes the real zest of investigating 
the works of God. And we see in the instances 
of Paul and David, that, to the right-minded 
philosopher, such a study is capable of trans- 
porting the soul to the third heavens. | What 
will be its effect upon emancipated spirits in 
the world of light ! Truly, their unison of 
praise, the full Hallelujah Chorus, will be "as 
the voice of many waters ;" yea, " as the voice 
of mighty thunderings." 



* THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM AND 
KNOWLEDGE OF GoD ! HoW UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDG- 
MENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT I FOR, OF HIM (aS 

the Author), and through him (as the Director), and to him 
(as the End), are all things ; to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen. Bom. xi. 33 — 86. 

f Rev. iv. 11. I Ps. civ. Rom. xi. 83 — 86. 

Rev. xix. 6. 
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^^ If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself ; that 
where I am, there ye may be also." " The 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters ;" " and so shall they ever 
be with the Lord." — The higher the Christian 
advances in the divine life, the more does " God 
manifest in the flesh" become all in all to him. 
The knowledge of Christ, the likeness of Christ, 
the presence of Christ, become the great objects 
of his existence. And here we are assured, 
that these highest aspirations of the soul shall 
be fully realized. Though Christ, when every 
enemy has been put under his feet, shall no 
longer reign as Mediator, he will ever be the 
Companion, the Guide, the Instructor of his 
people, providing for their every want. And 
we must not overlook the extraordinary rela- 
tionship subsisting here between the Teacher 
and his scholars. In the host of eager spirits 
around him, Christ beholds a train of captives, 
redeemed from sin and death ; and who, but 
for himself, would have already assumed the 
dark form of fallen angels, and entered upon 
an endless exile from the kingdom of God. 
They, on the other hand, behold in him a, 
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Divine Benefactor, to whose compassion and 
self-sacrifice they owe their all. 

And what shall we say of his qualifications 
as a Teacher ? Who can reveal the counsels 
of God like him, who has ever been one with 
the Father; or adapt his instructions to the 
human mind like him, who is the Son of man ?* 
We have already observed what an inexliausti- 
ble treasury the works of God will present 
for the instruction of intelligent beings. And 
who can unfold the riches of this field like him 
whose property it is, and by whose hand it was 
thus amply stored ? " For by him (the Only- 
begotten of the Father) were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible ; whether Thrones, or Dominions, 
or Principalities, or Powers ; all tilings were 
created by him and for him."f What must 
be the instructions of such a Teacher, what the 
improvement of such disciples ! ' J 

The society of heaven. 

''A great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 

* It became him, fob whom are all things, and by whom 

ARE ALL things, IN BRINGING MANY SONS UNTO GLORY, TO MAKE 

THE Captain of their salvation perfect through suffer- 
ings. Heb. ii. 10. 

t CoLOS, i. 16. I Dwight. 
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pie, and tongues, stood before the throne of 
God and of the Lamb."* — The whole company 
of the redeemed will constitute a host pro- 
bably much more numerous than is generally 
imagined. All look forward to a millennial 
period upon earth, when human life will be 
no longer wasted by wars, t nor consumed by 
vice ; when disease, and all that is hostile to 
human existence shall be subjected in a much 
greater degree to the will of man, and when reli- 
gion and knowledge shall advance and flourish 
with unprecedented vigour. | Now, supposing 
that period to be no greater than a thousand 
years, how many during such a reign of 
righteousness would be trained for heaven ! 
How many plants of Divine culture would be 
raised and matured for the heavenly paradise 
during such a genial spring ! 

But it is the belief of some (and apparently 
with reason,) that the expression ^' a thousand 

* Rev. vii. 9. 
t Nation shall not lift up sword against nation ; 

NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE. Is. ii. 4. ** In 

Europe there cannot be less than ten millions of aimed men.'* 
Timesy leading article, Januaiy 19th, 1869. 

I They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 

MOUNTAIN ; FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE 

OF THE Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Is. xi. 9. 
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years," in the mystical style of the Revelations 
of St. John, (and it occurs nowhere else in 
Scripture in connection with this subject,) is 
used as a ^ round number' ; and, as such, is 
intended to indicate, not the exact period of a 
tliousand years, but a period of much greater 
though indefinite magnitude.* Now, if this 
be the correct view, then the number of those 
admitted into the kingdom will exceed incom- 
parably the number of outcasts ; as well as 
exceed beyond all calculation the number 
usually imagined. Certainly, the salvation of 
such a host would seem to accord better 
(humanly speaking) with the unlimited virtue 
of the atonement ; and be more adequate to 
produce satisfaction in the mind of Him whose 
beneficence is unbounded, f It would seem, 
too, to accord better with our notions of the 
Divine administration, that the reign of right- 
eousness upon earth should very far exceed in 
its duration the reign of sin and misery ; that 
where sin has abounded grace may much more 



* Of the increase of his aOVEBNMENT AND PEACE THERE 
SHALL BE NO END. Is. ix. 7. 

t He shall see of the tbavail of ms soul and bb 

SATISFIED. Is, liii. 11. 
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abound. * Even the rudimentary dispensation 
by Moses had a duration of fifteen hundred 
years. And does it seem at all probable, that 
the period of dim and partial twilight should bear 
any comparison with the length of ^^the perfect 
day?"t The designs of God are always grand. 
We are too apt to reduce them to our little scale. 
On any supjDOsition, however, ^the company of 
heaven' will be a host beyond all computation. 
And of these, however vast the number, all 
will be perfect ; not in nature only, but in dis- 
f)Osition ; all completely renewed in the image 
of God. All, therefore, will be friends and 
brethren in the truest sense, their " hearts knit 
together in love." The happiness of all will 
be the interest of each ; and the intercessory 
prayer of our Lord will be fully answered ; 
'^ that they all may be one ; as thou Father 
art in me, and I in thee ; that they all may be 
one in us." blessed and wonderful unity ! 
Well might the poet sing 

" I know not, I know not, 
What social joys are there." 

-:« He (Christ) shall be galled the Father of the ever- 
lasting AGE. Is. ix. 6. Bp. Lowth*s translation. 

t For if that which is done away was glorious, mttcb 

MORE THAT WHICH REMAINETH IS GLORIOUS. 2 Cor. iii. !!• 
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How charming, how inexpressible the prospect 
of associating with such a brotherhood in 
endless peace ! What the blessedness felt 
within, of loving every individual literally 
and truly as ourselves ! What the blessed- 
ness from without, in being loved by every 
individual with the same whole-hearted affec- 
tion ! O may the writer, and every reader 
of these remarks, be training for, and hast- 
ening unto, a place in this angelic commu- 
nity! For, these are they of whom the 
Lord hath said, ^^ They shall be mine in the 
day when I make up my jewels." Does he 
call ihem his jewels ? Ah, truly, and costly 
jewels they have been to him ! To weigh for 
them the gold and silver of a thousaud worlds 
would have been a small matter: but imper- 
ishable gems were not to be purchased with 
corruptible things ; so he bought them with 
his own blood. And now the whole collection 
is complete ; a ^' host whom no man can num- 
ber," sifted from all nations and times, the most 
excellent of their day ; and yet purified and 
refined, and cleared of every flaw and imper- 
fection, and fitted to shine as the stars for ever 
and ever. Is not this a "royal diadem;" a 
trophy of matchless grace ; the rarest and 
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brightest ornament of the King of heaven ? * 
In one of the sublime visions of the beloved 
disciple, he beheld what appeared to be a mag- 
nificent rainbow, encircling the throne of God 
and the Lamb ; fair but faint emblem of this 
great cloud of immortal gems, radiant in the 
beams of the Sun of righteousness. 

" Jesu, my Rest, thou ever-blest, 
O help my poor endeavour ; 
Let me, in thy glorious light, 
Shine before thee ever." f 



** The throne of God and of the Lamb is in 
it, and his servants shall serve him." " They 
serve God day and night in his Temple." \ 

Existence in heaven is here shewn to be, not 
a state of inaction, but one of constant employ- 
ment. As there is really " no night there," the 
import of the expression is, that the service is 
unceasing. Its happy inmates never wake 
up to a day of toil, nor do they ever sus- 
pend their occupations for a season of slumber. 
Strange but welcome paradox ! Effort without 

* Thou shalt be a crown op oloby in the hand of the 
Lord, and a boyal diadem in the hand of thy God. Is. Ixii. 8. 

t Hymn 22, Church Psalter and Hymn-book. 

X Bey. xxii. 8. 
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exhaustion; incessant activity in everlasting 
rest I 

The nature of their services would seem to 
be indicated in the following sentences. " If 
we suflfer with Christ we shall also reign with 
him." "^ '' His servants shall serve him, and 
they shall reign for ever and ever" f " Thou 
hast been faithful in a few things ; I will make 
thee ruler over many things" " Because thou 
hast been faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities, (and to another) have 
thou authority over five." Such expressions 
apparently teach us, that those who have learnt 
upon earth the blessedness of ministering to 
the good of others will have posts of authority 
and trust assigned to them, in the divine king- 
dom, suitable to their individual qualifications. 
And perhaps the same may be inferred from 
the expressions of our Lord ; " the children of 
the resurrection shall be like" and ^' equal to" 
the Angels. That these " ministering Spirits " 
are employed on a grand scale in services 
of this description seems to be clearly indi- 
cated by the titles, '' Thrones," '^ Dominions," 
'^ Powers," ^^ Principalities." The full import 
of such designations, and the honor and dignity 

* 2 Tm. ii. 12. f Rbv, xxii. 8—5. 
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connected with them, we can never know upon 
earth. The investigations of modern science 
do, it is true, give us some insight into the 
dominions of the great Eling. They shew us 
that the regions of space lying around are 
thronged with great and splendid structures, 
no less magnificent than our own sun, and that 
the expanse occupied by them is of such an 
extent, that in whatever direction we attempt 
to fathom it, upwards, downwards, to the right 
hand or to the left, it is still a great deep, in 
which there is no trace of a shore. Indeed, 
every fresh stage to which the eye is advanced, 
by additional powers in the instrument, does 
but reveal a repetition of the same spectacle ; 
millions upon millions, more and more remote, 
of these grand creations. But, as we cannot 
believe that lights so resplendent stand alone, 
illuminating only an infinite desert ; the infer- 
ence seems unavoidable, namely, that the 
universe of being is boundless, and, like its 
great Author, to all limited faculties, incom- 
prehensible."^ Now, from the platform thus 
raised for us by the hand of science, we catch, 

* When I gonsideb thy heavens, the wobk of thy fin- 

GEBS ; THE MOON, AND THE STABS WHICH THOU HAST OBDAINED, 
WHAT IS MAN THAT THOU ABT MINDFUL OF HIM ? Ps. viii, 1-8. 
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it^HgP^ be^ a distant glimpse^ not only of the 
" many mansions in our Father's house/' which 
his beloved in Christ may be permitted to 
visit ; * but of the regions where the glory 
of angelic ^^ Thrones," the magnitude of their 
"Powers," and the extent of their "Dominions" 
are displayed. 

" O scenes surpassing fable, and yet true ! 
Scenes of accomplished bliss, which, who can see, 
Though but in distant prospect, and not feel 
His soul refreshed with foretaste of the joy ?''-f* 



Once more : Life and immortality necessarily 
include an endless progress in knowledge, holi- 
ness, and felicity. Even here on earth, under 
circumstances the most adverse, the Christian 
is ever advancing, and how much more under 
circumstances the most favourable ! And though 
his progi'ess now is very slow, often scarcely 
perceptible, yet does it amount to something 
considerable in the course of a life-time. Com- 
pare the knowledge and attainments of the 
experienced Christian with those of a babe in 
Christ ; or the intellectual acquirements of the 

* If children, then heirs ; heirs of god, and joint - 
HEIRS WITH Christ. Rom, viii. 17. 

t Cowpi;^. 
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philosopher with the mental condition of an 
infant. But, if such an advance is practicable 
in the course of a few years, and while the 
spirit is clogged with both mental and animal 
infirmities, who can estimate the progress that 
will be made by perfect natures in the light of 
heaven, and during endless ages ! In what a 
superlative degree will that Scripture be veri- 
fied in Immortals, that " beholding, with open 
face the glory of the Lord, they will be changed 
into the same image from glory to glory !" 
What an unrivalled prospect ! The mind ever 
expanding, the nature ever refining, the horizon 
ever enlarging, the progress ever upwards ! 
For evermore their song shall be, 

" Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee." 



Imperfect as is the foregoing view of the 
revelation made by Christ of man's immortality, 
how evident does it appear that outlines so 
grand as these were never sketched by human 
hands, nor could* ever have been conceived by 
the heart of man. Had not God revealed 
them unto us by his Son and his Spirit, we 
should have remained in darkness even till 
now. 
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From the many useful reflexions naturally 
suggested by the subject, we may select the 
following : 

How inestimable is the value of the human 
soul ! 

Nothing can set this truth so vividly 
before the mind as the unveiling of the 
future. Now that life and immortality are 
brought to light, we see what the soul of man 
is capable of: Avhat was the design of the 
Father in creating, of the Son in redeeming, 
and of the Holy Ghost in sanctifying it, viz., 
a never-ending progress in knowledge, holi- 
ness, and felicity : " tlmt in the ages to come 
he might shew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness toivards ns through 
Christ Je^n-s. '''-'' What higher destiny could be 
desired, or even conceived, by any created 
being! What mind but the eternal one can 
estimate the attainments in knowledge, virtue, 
and bliss implied in such a progress ! For, the 
magnitude of the glory to be revealed is no 
less inconceivable to us than its nature. Who 
can read the Apostle's words in his attempt to 
estimate it, without astonishment ? His sub- 
ject is beyond the compass of language. He 

♦ £pH£s. ii. 7t 
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declares the inheritance to be not only " eternal 
glory," but an " eternal weight of glory ;" an 
^^ exceeding and eternal weight of glory ;" yea, 
a ^^far more exceeding," that is, ^'an exceed- 
ingly exceeding and eternal weight of glory."* 
But, though none but God can fully compre- 
hend the value of an immortal soul, we cannot 
contemplate the future designed for it without 
feeling what a treasure he has put into our 
possession. Truly, it ought to fill us with 
delight to think that any created beings are 
heirs to such a destiny. But what should be 
our feelings if we have good reason to believe 
that our own souls are training for this blessed- 
ness ! When our Lord beheld the exultation 
of his disciples at finding diseases and even 
devils put into subjection to them through his 
name, he bid them rejoice, not in that, but in 
the fact that their ^^ names were written in 
heaven." f So that any other, even the most 
legitimate and unexceptionable ground of re- 
joicing, is not worthy of a thought, compared 
with a title to immortality. how anxious 

* ** It is hardly possible, in any translation, to express the 
force of this passage as it stands in the original. Stephen says 
of it, vothing greater can he said or imagined." — Macenioht. 

f Luke x, 20. 
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should we be to secure this title ! How willing 
to give up everything for it ! ^^ How instant 
to place our souls in the hands of him, who 
alone can mould and fashion them into vessels 
of honor, or render them meet for a place in 
his eternal mansions ! f For, precious as they 
are, as imperishable gems, they are no more 
fit for heaven in their natural selfishness and 
impurity, than a jewel in the mine, rugged and 
soiled, is fit for a monarch's crown. And how 
importunate should we be in seeking from him 
the promised gift of his Spirit ; that we may 
daily increase in those holy tempers and Christ- 
like dispositions, which constitute the highest 
refinement of our nature. J St. John has said, 
'^ He that hath this hope in him purifieth him- 
self even as he is pure ;" and St. Paul has put 
the same truth in another form, ^^ we are saved 
by hope." Are we cherishing a hope of heaven ? 
O let it be the hope which ^^maketh not 

* When he had found one peabl op great price, he 

WENT AND SOLD ALL THAT HE HAD, AND BOUGHT IT. Mat. xiii. 46. 

f That he might make known the riches of his glory 

ON the vessels of mercy, which he had afore PREPARED 

UNTO glory. Ho. ix. 28. Is. Ixiv. 8. 

I How much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him. Luke xi. 18. 
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ashamed ;" the hope that purifies and elevates 
the soul; and not like the "faith without 
works/' " dead," and worthless to its possessor. 

On the other hand, how sad to think, that 
any should not value the treasure which they 
possess ; but prize every perishable trifle at a 
higher rate ! Truly, they are selling their 
birthright, like profane Esau, for a mess of 
pottage. They are spending their strength for 
naught, and their " labor for that which satis- 
fieth not." We hear one, at the close of his 
career, exclaiming, " I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course ; henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown."^'*^ Contrast 
with this the prospect and the retrospect of 
the man of the world : ' I have been chasing 
phantoms all my life, and have grasped a 
shadow.' t 

If any, sensible of the worth of the soul, 
are yet delaying and hesitating about giving 
themselves up to Christ, " O let them think 
how hugely their spiritual estate doth thereby 
suffer. Every minute contracteth a damage 
that runneth through millions of ages, and 

>:= 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
f For what is a man profited, if hs shall gain the 

WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE HIS OWN SOUL ? Mat. XVl. 26, 
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which therefore will amount to an immense 
sum. And who, for all the pleasures here, 
would forego one degree of the blissful joy 
hereafter ! Who, for all earthly splendours 
would exchange one spark of celestial glory ! 
Who, for all the treasures below would let slip 
one gem out of his heavenly crown ! " * 

that there were in us but a grain of that pre- 
cious faith which is ^Hhe evidence of things not 
seen," and which gives to invisible things a 
present subsistence in the mind ! So should we 
rise from the contemplation of life and immor- 
tality like giants refreshed with wine. Our 
daily burdens would be lightened ; our pains 
and sorrows soothed ; the light of immortality 
would illumine our dreariest paths ; and we 
should go on our way rejoicing, f The honors 
and treasures of the world would no longer 
captivate our minds, much less make us grasp- 
ing, and discontented. All below the sun 
would appear fleeting and unsubstantial, like 
the visions of a dream. | Any other service 

* Barrow, Vol. 2, p. 555. 
f For I RECKON that the sufferings of this present 

TIME are not worthy TO BE COMPARED WITH THE GLORY 
WHICH SHALL BE REVEALED IN US. Ro. viii. 18. 2 COT. iv. 17. 

! E\Ti:RY MAN WALKKTH IN A VAIN SHEW. Ps. XXxlx. 6. 
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than that of Christ ; any other investment of 
our time and talents, would appear to be ut- 
terly unprofitable. ^ Life, life eternal, would 
be the unrivalled object of our ambition, f 



* KNOWINa THAT OP THE LoRD YE SHALL RECEIVE THE 
REWARD OF THE DTHERITANCE ; FOR YE SERVE THE LoRD 

Christ. Col. iii. 24. 

f This one thing I do, — ^I press toward the mark for 

THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLING OF GOD IN ChRIST JeSUS. 

Philip, iii. 13, 14. 



Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jems, that great Shep- 
herd of the sheep y through the hlood of the ever- 
lasting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
work to do his ivill, working in you that which 
is well-p>leaMng in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ ; to whom he glory for ever and ever 
Amen. — Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
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Bbief life is here our portion ; 

Brief sorrow, shortlived care ; 
The life that knows no ending, 

The tearless life, is there. 

O happy retribution ! 

Short toil, eternal rest ; 
For mortals and for sinners 

A mansion with the blest ! 

That we should look, poor wanderers, 

To have our home on high ! 
That worms should seek for dwellings 

Beyond the starry sky ! 

And now we fight the battle. 
But then shall wear the crown 

Of full and everlasting 
And passionless renown. 

Then glory yet unheard of 

Shall shed abroad its ray. 
Resolving all our troubles. 

An endless Sabbath-day. 

Strive, man, to win that glory ; 

Toil, man, to gain that light ; 
Send hope before to grasp it, 

Till hope be lost in sight. 

Hymn 407» Church Psalter and Hymn-book. 



